
Overview of Family Selec1on Criteria 

Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County 

Applicants need to have lived within our County for a minimum of one year and be legal to work in the United 
States.   

Ability to Pay 

Applicant’s income must be no more than 105% of the Mariposa County’s current median income data (2020 
Income Chart included in packet).  An applicant’s income and employment needs to be stable and predictable 
for at least three years into the future. 

Applicants must be able to make a $2,000 impound account deposit on the Habitat home prior to occupying 
the residence.  This deposit can be made in installments prior to occupancy.  Applicants need to have 
demonstrated responsibility in mee1ng financial obliga1ons.  They must pay their mortgage on 1me and in full 
every month.  They must have reasonably good credit, with a credit score which indicates that they have made 
every aPempt to meet their debts responsibly or made payment arrangements to do so.  Both their total 
consumer debt and their credit score will be part of the evalua1on process. 

Need/Substandard Living Condi1ons 

Habitat’s homeownership program requires that applicant households currently be living in unacceptable 
condi1ons.  Substandard condi1ons may include hea1ng, electrical, plumbing, or other needed repairs that 
may impact the safety of your household.  Other criteria include being cost burdened (your current rent 
exceeds 41% of your income); being in an overcrowded home, or living in an unsafe neighborhood due to 
violent crime or drug use. 

Willingness to be a Partner Family 

Partnership with an applicant, or family, is the cornerstone of Habitat for Humanity’s philosophy and is the 
founda1on of our efforts to create simple, decent, affordable housing within Mariposa County.  Our mission is 
to offer applicants and families a hand up, not a hand out.  Also included in this philosophy of partnership are 
the following issues. 

• Applicants must be willing and able to contribute the required amount of sweat equity hours 
before and during the construc1on of their home.  (350 total:  100 of which must be in the 
supervised construc1on of the home.)  All sweat equity hours must be accomplished prior to 
living in the  

• Mandatory aPendance in homeownership classes provided by our Family Support CommiPee.  
These classes are focused on the financial management of a mortgage and budge1ng issues that 
accompany successful home ownership.  Addi1onally, there are classes which address home 
maintenance and repair, while helping our applicant family with yard maintenance and fire 
clearance issues. 




