
Bob Kirchner, President 

Clarence Tedrow, Vice President  
Lorna Fear, Secretary 
Phyllis Becker, Assistant Secretary 
Jovan Trujillo, Treasurer 
Juanita DeLucia, Assistant Treasurer 
Family Selection (Open Position) 
Bob Collins, Family Support  

Sharon Amundson, Church Relations  

Steve Smallcombe, Resource Development 
Charles Pratt, Site Selection 
Kevin Darcy, Construction  
Jackie McCormick, Member at Large 
Beth Tomsick, Executive Director (non-voting) 
Ginger Foster, Pastoral Adviser (non-voting)  

QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, April through June, 2016 

Guests poured into Savoury’s on the 
evening of Wednesday, March 16. The 
Blue Skies Trio was playing lovely back-
ground music, and the hors d’œuvres 
and wine were ready! 

And so were the birdhouses—all sizes, 
shapes, and varieties! The photos tell 
the story (page 6)! 

Our artisans (contractors, woodworkers, 
gourd decorators, potters, and other 
crafters) came up with so many inter-
esting ideas for birdhouses: a fire extin-
guisher, a toy school bus, and a multi-
family birdhouse on a tall pole!  

Other birdhouses had a wood-stove 
front and antique clock front. One was 
covered with a road map so the birds 
could find it.  

The theme for these birdhouses was 
recycled materials. Many of our artisans 
like to use found “stuff” that can be re-
purposed for other things, such as bird-
houses or decoration for birdhouses. 
They used that talent well  to create 
many whimsical, delightful pieces! 

For many, the highlight of the evening was 
a talk by Amanda Ehler, our third Habitat 
homebuyer who told, in a moving way, of 
the benefits of her family’s being in their 
own home. She happily the stability it has 
brought to her family. Her daughter, Rosie, 
added that she liked having her own room.  

Thanks to Habitat’s many sponsors for the 
event, including the Gold Level ($1,000) 
sponsor, Sierra Tel, much funding was 
raised to offset costs and to help with a 
fourth Habitat home in the county. Alto-
gether, the gross revenue for the auction 
came to more than $10,000, with dona-
tions still coming in! 

Our Habitat Birdhouse Auction showed 
what great support the community has for 
our work in safe, decent affordable hous-
ing. Thanks to our auctioneer, Bob Kirchner, 
our new president, to all who worked on 
the Auction Committee and to all who par-
ticipated in any way!  

A huge thank you goes out to Mirriam and 
Savoury’s for the wonderful venue, food, 
and wine for this event!  

Local Supporters Bring Us A Big Nest Egg 
at Habitat’s Birdhouse Auction! 

Board of Directors, Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County  

MISSION VISION  

A world where everyone has a 
decent place to live 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Seeking to put God’s love into 
action, Habitat for Humanity 
brings people together to build 
homes, communities, and hope 

OFFICE 

5320 Highway 49 North, Unit 7            
P.O. Box 1420 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
Phone: (209) 966-7444 

The office is staffed Tuesday thru 
Thursday, from 9 am to Noon. 

HFH EVENTS CALENDAR 
April through June 2016 

Every Saturday, 9AM-1PM 
Habitat Resale Store Hours 

Thursday, April 7, 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
United Methodist Church 

Wednesday, April 13, 9:30AM 
Habitat Staff Meeting 
Habitat Office  

Saturday, April 16, 9:30AM 
Grand Opening of the Annex 
Habitat Resale Store  

Sat., April 30, Parade Morning 
Butterfly Releases off 5th Street 
Butterfly Festival Booth 3:30-5PM 

Sunday May 1,10:30AM-4PM 
Butterfly Festival Booth 

Wednesday, May 5, 9:30AM 
Habitat Board Meeting 
United Methodist Church 

Friday, May 13, 11AM-2PM 
Mariposa Health Fair & Expo 
Sequoia Hall, County Fairgrounds 

Thursday, June 2 , 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
United Methodist Church 

Saturday, June 4, 8:30AM-Noon  
Habitat Board Training 
St. Joseph’s Parish Hall 

Savoury’s owner Mirriam Platto and well-known 
local potters Phyllis Becker (l), and Rick + Jetty 

Uebner of Mud Daubers Pottery 

Blue Skies Trio: Greg Ennis, Keyboard 
Kevin McHatten, Drums 

Daniel Green, Bass  



From the President’s Desk 

Greetings from Our New Board President  
There is an old saying that goes, 
"May the grass never grow on the 
path to an old friend's door." And 
so I hope that is the case as we 
reach you with this Habitat news-

letter. All of you are friends and supporters of the Mari-
posa County Habitat for Humanity and without you, all of 
our work to provide affordable housing would not be pos-
sible.  

Yes, I accepted the position of President, not for the pres-
tige, not because I have idle time, but rather because I 
believe in the cause and the work we are engaged in. Lis-
tening to Amanda and her children, at our recent bird-

house fundraiser, express the excitement and emotional 
joy of having the opportunity to purchase a house to fi-
nally call their "home," was overwhelming! Habitat is not 
a "handout" but rather a "hand up."  

Thank you to our many business and private donors, our 
past Board members, our new Board members, our vol-
unteers, and all of you who help us get the message out 
about Habitat for Humanity (HFH). We encourage you to 
become more engaged through participation in our 
events, in the excitement that we may have another 
piece of land to build on, and as we share our accomplish-
ments with you in our "A Brush With Kindness" program 
(ABWK). 

Habitat Elects New Board Members 

On March 3, Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County 
celebrated its 8th birthday and elected several new mem-
bers to its board of directors. Bob Kirchner, a former em-
ployee of the California Youth Authority, has been active 
in many civic activities in our community over the years.  

Bob has agreed to serve as our affiliate’s board president 
for a 3-year term. He may be known to many of you as 
the emcee for all five years of our Tour de Habitat fund-
raiser. Welcome, Bob! 

At the same time we thank Barry Brouillette for his ser-
vice to our affiliate as president during the past year. Bar-
ry will be heading a Habitat committee to advocate for 
more safe, decent, affordable housing in our county.  

Other new members to Habitat’s Board of Directors are 
Lorna Fear, Secretary; Kevin Darcy, Construction Chair; 
and Charlie Pratt, Site Selection Chair. Jackie McCormick, 
who served as Habitat’s secretary from 2012 to 2016, will 
continue serving on our board, now as a Member at 
Large.  

With these additions, the Mariposa County Habitat Board 
of Directors numbers twelve voting members. We’d love 
to have you join us as Family Selection Chair or another 
Member at Large. Please call our office at 966-7444 for 
more information regarding these openings!  

Outgoing Board President Barry Brouilette  
hands over duties to Bob Kirchner 

Construction Chair  
Kevin Darcy 

Site Selection Chair  
Charles Pratt 

Secretary  
Lorna Fear 

Member at Large  
Jackie McCormick 



 

Be A Brush With Kindness Volunteer  
Kevin Darcy, ABWK Program Manager 

If you’re like me you’ve thought “What do I know about 
building a house? And even if I did have the know-how, 
how the heck can I find the time to help?” Or, “How can I 
really contribute to Habitat’s mission?” Well, one way is to 
volunteer for Habitat’s A Brush With Kindness (ABWK) pro-
gram. ABWK volunteers work alongside homeowners to 
revitalize a home’s exterior, including painting, minor re-
pairs, and clean-up. (The program includes limited indoor 
work to address safety issues and make small repairs.) Last 
year we did eight ABWK projects, and this year we hope to 
double that number! The need is there.  

ABWK provides a win/win. It allows us to serve a greater 
number of homeowners in the community, and it also 
gives Habitat valuable community “exposure,” as folks see 
Habitat volunteers in action, serving the community in-
between our major home building and fundraising efforts.  

You don’t need building skills to participate either. If you 
can pick up a hammer or paint brush, or hold a rake, you 
have all the skills needed for a typical ABWK project. And 
we are respectful of your time, too. We try to limit the 
length of the workday to four hours, usually on a Saturday 
morning, so you can still get your necessary chores and 
errands done. You can choose to volunteer as much or 
little as you want. 

So next time you feel like you want to contribute, but 
don’t see how, consider ABWK. For more information on 
ABWK, contact the Habi-
tat office (209) 966-7444. 
I think you will be happy 
you did! 

Habitat for Humanity Safety Training 
Matt Fluharty, HFH of MC Safety  Manager 

Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa 
County's excellent service to others is a 
wonderful opportunity for volunteers 
of all skill levels. It offers the chance to 
participate in directly helping someone 
needing a new home or simply inci-
dental repair to an existing home.  

There is a risk of liability in the work 
that we do, and safety must come first. 
As Safety Manager for the local Habitat affiliate, I've 
been enjoying the "webinars" provided by our insurer, 
Lockton Companies, Inc. The internet is great for getting 
people together from all over the country. Most of the 
safety discussions concern practical ways to help all of 
us stay safe on the job. The key to success is avoiding 
the simple, every-day hazards commonly found around 
building sites. It’s because they’re simple that they’re so 
easy to overlook, and they can pose major threats to 
both workmen and jobsite visitors.  

This ongoing safety training engages Habitat's safety 
leaders in sharing the knowledge gained by all of us, 
nationwide. As we develop our "culture of safety," our 
projects will go even smoother than they usually do.  

If you haven’t started watching us on Facebook and sharing our news with your friends, you’re missing a 
great opportunity to spread the word about all the good works Mariposa Habitat for Humanity is doing 
with support from our generous donors. Please “Like” us and “Follow” us — you can stay up to date on 
what’s happening not only in our community, but with HFH affiliates throughout the world. 

New Land for Habitat? 

HFH of Mariposa County is working with the Catholic 
Diocese of Fresno on some land in the town area of 
Mariposa. Our hope is to be able to build more than 
one Habitat home on this property, a very exciting 
prospect for us. Watch for news of this land possibility 
during the next few months.  

https://www.facebook.com/HabitatforHumanityofMariposaCounty


What We Build 
There are nearly 2 billion people around the world who 
live in slum housing and more than 100 million are 
homeless. Habitat helps by building or renovating sim-
ple, decent houses in partnership with those in need. 

 

Families left homeless by natural disasters, war and civil 
unrest often face dire housing situations as they struggle 
to rebuild their lives. We provide shelter and housing 
assistance to help these families recover. 
Find out more: 

 Why Habitat for Humanity is needed 

 Our Disaster Response program 

 Read stories about why we build 

 Housing infographics 

Decent, stable housing provides more than just a roof 
over someone’s head. 

 Stability for families and children. 

 Sense of dignity and pride. 

 Health, physical safety and security. 

 Increase of educational and job prospects. 
 

The transformational ability of good housing 

Children under 5 in Malawi living in Habitat for Humanity 
houses have 44 percent less malaria, respiratory or gas-
trointestinal diseases compared to children living in tra-
ditional houses. 

Jonathan T.M. Reckford, HFHI President 

News from  
Habitat  International 

 Come Celebrate Our Grand Opening! 
Resale Store Manager Al Johnson 

Habitat is happy to announce the expansion of the Habitat 
Resale Store sales area into a separate building near our 
existing area. Just "down the hill" about 30 feet you will 
find our doors, sinks, toilets and "big" items that require 
more footage.  

We are looking forward to a Grand Opening on Saturday, 
April 16 to serve our ever-growing customer base with 
great bargains. We sell paint, cabinets, electrical and 
plumbing supplies, lamps, appliances, tools and more.  

Thanks to all who are regular shoppers and have support-
ed our desire to serve the community with affordable 
housing. We are gathering the funds for our next "build." 

Resale Store Manager  
Al Johnson, right, with  
customer Dave Nelson  

Resale Store volunteer Bob McKinney, at the 
new Resale Store Annex   

http://www.habitat.org/how/why.aspx
http://www.habitat.org/disaster/default.aspx
http://www.habitat.org/lc/stories_multimedia/why_we_build/
http://www.habitat.org/how/infographics.aspx


Scott McGrath’s bird condo 

From left: Kathleen Crofford,  
Charlotte Heitzmann, and Jan Davis Resale Store Manager Al 

Johnson (l) and Dave Lawson 

Board VP Clarence Tedrow (l) 
with President Bob Kirchner 

Setup group 

Drs. Lisa Carisio and Phil DeBry 

Savoury’s wine servers 

Sandy Semtner (l)  
and Nancy Martin 

Don Brooksher and his  
barn wood birdhouse 

The Ehlers, our third Partner Family,  
with President Bob Kirchner Some of Louie Edwards' birdhouses 

Larry Arnold (l), past Treasurer 
and John Tomsick 

Our first president, Delores Hahn (l), and 
Treasurer Jovan Trujillo with one of  
the entries created by local children  



Habitat for Humanity sincerely thanks the following  
for their support of our Birdhouse Auction event. 

SPONSORS 

Gold Level:   Sierra Tel  

Silver Level:  David & Heidi Radanovich  

Bronze Level: Bruce & Pat Eby  

 

Other: Phil DeBry, D.D.S.  

Steve & Rosemarie Smallcombe  

H & L Lumber Company 

Donald & Janice Haag  

Pioneer Market  

Yosemite Bank  

Mariposa County Contractors Association  

Charles Mosher  

Ranch Fence  

Jeanie Bartholomew  

(Yosemite Drafting & Design)  

Shayna Bristow  

(Shayna Creative Design)  

High Country Health Foods & Cafe  

(Sparkling Water)  

Robert Kirchner  

(Technical Help) 

 

ARTISANS  

Phyllis Becker  

William Bishop  

Don Brooksher  

Louie & Joan Edwards  

Ben Fluharty  

Donald Fox  

Earl Heitzmann  

Dave Lawson  

Scott McGrath  

Bob McKinney  

Adrianne O’Brien  

Michael Red Earth  

Barbara Schouten  

Aubrey Simpson  

John Tomsick  

Jovan Trujillo 

Rick & Jetty Uebner  

Mark Wilcoxen 



Benefits of Home Ownership 

for Low-Income Households* 

Research studies show that homeowner benefits in-
clude wealth accumulation, improved safety and secu-
rity for homeowner families and their neighborhoods, 
improved health for homeowners and their children, 
improved performance in education among homeown-
ers’ children, better behavior and increased work 
productivity, as well as enhanced civic and political 
participation among homeowners.   

In addition, these research findings have been rein-
forced by the success of organizations like Habitat for 
Humanity. Homeownership success for low-income 
families depends on targeting families that have a lev-
el of household income, wealth and job stability that 
makes a family able to meet mortgage payments and 
pay for repairs and maintenance to their homes over 
the medium and long term.  

Habitat for Humanity’s homeownership model targets 
households that make 30 percent to 60 percent of ar-
ea median income (AMI) for its subsidized homeown-
ership programs. While families with incomes below 
30 percent of AMI may not be suited for homeowner-
ship, most experts believe that households making 
above this level can succeed, given well-designed sup-
port like pre- and post-purchase financial counseling. 
For households in these income groups, the benefits of 
homeownership are likely to include, at a minimum, 
greater levels of residential satisfaction, higher levels 
of civic and political participation, and increased stabil-
ity. 

*Excerpted from HFHI webpage 

http://www.habitat.org/sites/default/files/
gov_2010_Shelter_Report_full-length.pdf 

GOOD NEWS FOR HFH  
OF MARIPOSA COUNTY 

In February, HFH of Mariposa County learned that it was a 
recipient of a Capacity Building Grant through HFHI.  Four-
teen Coaching Grants were awarded throughout the na-
tion to rural affiliates this year.  Although we do not see 
any monetary gain from it, we will receive $5,000 worth of 
advice and coaching from specialists at HFH International 
during the coming months.  

Much grant money that goes to Habitat affiliates is award-
ed to urban affiliates who already see perks that are un-
attainable to those in smaller populations areas.  For ex-
ample, some Gifts-in-Kind, such as Valspar paint that can 
be used by construction crews on Habitat homes, must be 
obtained from Habitat International in quantities that 
would overwhelm our storage spaces.  We don’t build as 
many homes at a time as Fresno or Sacramento.   

Karen Sturnick is our ODC or Organizational Development 
Consultant, and she will  be coming to Mariposa in early 
June to meet with our Volunteer Executive Director and 
our Board of Directors.  After that visit, she will be doing 
phone interviews with Habitat Stakeholders from such 
groups as Long-term volunteers, Former board members, 
Businesses or Corporations, Other non-profits, Community 
partners, Donors, Churches, and others.  This will help her 
analyze our affiliate’s work in order to make recommenda-
tions for improvement. 

We believe that through this experience we will grow in 
understanding of our role as an affiliate of Habitat Interna-
tional, and we will benefit from learning some proven 
practices, as well as new ideas to help us grow in many 
ways.   


