QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, Jan. through Mar., 2016

Habitat’s Biggest Fundraiser of the Year
Habitat will hold its biggest fundraiser of the
year at Savoury’s in downtown Mariposa. The
festivities will be held Wednesday, March 16,
from 6 to 9 p.m. You are all invited to our
first Birdhouse Auction! It will showcase
unique birdhouses and garden art created by
local contractors, woodworkers, and other
artisans.

Tickets are $35 and can be purchased at the
Habitat office or from our board or committee
members. The office number is 966-7444. Also,
please call if you have questions or want to
help sponsor the event.

Calling all artists: There is still time to show off
one of your own creative pieces! If you are an
artisan of any kind and would like to donate a
It’s not just an auction; it’s a party! You will birdhouse, bird feeder, or other garden art
object, please call our office.
Our thanks go out to each of the following
contractors, woodworkers, and artists who are
producing unusual birdhouses or other art for
this important event.

enjoy the the light jazz and standards of the
Blue Skies Trio and Savoury’s delicious horsd’œuvres and desserts. Wine tasting will be
offered, as well. With an exciting auctioneer
and great company, a good time will be had by
all. Please save the date!

Phyllis Becker

Scott McGrath

Bill Bishop

Adrianne O’Brien

Don Brooksher

Michael Red Earth

Louie & Joan Edwards

Barbara Schouten

Don Fox

John Tomsick

Earl Heitzmann

Rick & Jetty Uebner

Dave Lawson

Mark Wilcoxen

We are delighted that you are sharing your
talents in support of safe, decent, affordable
housing in Mariposa County.
Proceeds will go toward Habitat’s fourth partner family home.

MISSION VISION
A world where everyone has a
decent place to live.
MISSION STATEMENT
Seeking to put God’s love into
action, Habitat for Humanity
brings people together to build
homes, communities, and hope.
OFFICE
5320 Highway 49 North, Unit 7
P.O. Box 1420
Mariposa, CA 95338
Phone: (209) 966-7444
The office is staffed Tuesday thru
Thursday, from 9 am to Noon

HFH EVENTS CALENDAR
January thru March 2016
Every Saturday, 9 a. m. - 1 p.m.
Habitat Resale Store Hours
Tue., January 19, 1:30 p.m.
HFH Nominations Committee
Meeting at the Habitat office
Mon-Tue., February 1-2
Habitat Advocacy Days in
Sacramento
Thu., February 4, 6 p.m.
Board Meeting at Mariposa
United Methodist Church

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Barry Brouillette, President
Clarence Tedrow, Vice President
Jackie McCormick, Secretary
Phyllis Becker, Assistant Secretary
Jovan Trujillo, Treasurer
Juanita DeLucia, Asst. Treasurer
Judy Gibbons, Family Selection

Bob Collins, Family Support
Sharon Amundson, Church Relations
Steve Smallcombe, Resource Development
Louie Edwards, Construction
Don Fox, Member at Large
Beth Tomsick, Executive Director (non-voting)
Ginger Foster, Pastoral Adviser (non-voting)

Thu., March 3 , 6 p.m.
Board Meeting at Mariposa
United Methodist Church
Wed. March 16 , 6 to 9 p.m.
HFH Birdhouse Fundraiser at
Savoury’s! Come if you can!

From the President’s Desk

A Look Forward for Habitat of Mariposa County
Well here we are with another year gone and a new one
underway. I hope deeply that it is a great one for the continued growth of HFH of Mariposa County. Last year was
planned to be a year between homes to build up our
funds for the next project. This has gone quite well and
we are ready to start with the serious exception of not
having a suitable lot at a price we can afford.

ship with Mariposa County government. This is something
I care about a great deal. While our primary task will always be to build houses, our mandate for advocacy will
make it possible to serve the poorest members of our
community.

Another aspect of Habitat’s future is the A Brush with
Kindness program. We had a good year and our budget is
well funded to move forward with these small projects.
Helping people who are unable to take care of home
maintenance themselves is an opportunity to assist an
increasing segment of our aging community.

Our new County Housing Element should be out for public review this year. The Housing Element of our County’s
General Plan has not actually caused an affordable home
to be built in Mariposa, to my knowledge. Perhaps Habitat in its advocacy role can help this to change. I would
like to continue to serve the Board in this area during
2016 while the job of Board President is taken up by
someone younger with a fresh energy.

In our role as advocates for all aspects of affordable housing, we made some beginnings in our unfolding relation-

Barry

Habitat’s A Brush With Kindness Program
HFH of Mariposa County completed a record eight A Brush
With Kindness (ABWK) projects during 2015. Bruce Pickard,
manager of the ABWK program, headed up most of the projects at a time when we were advertising for applicants. He
did a wonderful job and was greatly appreciated by the
homeowners who worked with him. Thank you, Bruce, from
HFH of Mariposa County for a job well done.
HFH extends its gratitude to all volunteer crew members
who gave their time and effort to help homeowners with
needed home maintenance. The work done in the past
year extended from LaGrange to Midpines, with some projects being completed in the town area of Mariposa and
other outlying areas. Many involved exterior painting, minor repairs, and yard cleanup for fire safety. Most jobs
were for senior and disabled homeowners.
Louie Edwards, Construction Manager for HFH, led our construction crew on one ABWK project. This involved the replacement of a ramp that was no longer safe. The homeowner was very happy with his new ramp.
As Bruce Pickard steps down from the leadership of ABWK,
another HFH volunteer, Kevin Darcy, has agreed to step into
this position. Thanks to Kevin, the ABWK can continue to
carry on this worthwhile work in the coming year.
If readers are in need of exterior home maintenance or if
they know of others in need, they may call the Habitat
office at 966-7444 and ask for an application. Habitat
would like to see many more homeowners benefit from this
program in 2016.

ABWK's outgoing Manager Bruce Pickard
(right) with new Manager Kevin Darcy

Mariposa Habitat Scores Big at
Annual Dining-Out Event
Habitat’s October 2016 Dining-Out Event was a huge success! Kudos to all eleven participating restaurants. They
all donated 10% - 20% of their proceeds on one or two
days between October 3 and 10!
This was Habitat’s fifth year to schedule the event during
Habitat Awareness Week. The proceeds go to our A Brush
With Kindness program (ABWK) and they came in at record $3,983.71!
A special thanks to Castillo’s Mexican Restaurant, Miner’s
Roadhouse 140, and Steve’s Sportsman Cafe for sharing
their proceeds on two days during the week. Extra recognition goes to Steve of Steve’s Sportsman Cafe for donating 20% of his proceeds on both days! To all eleven
restaurants: families are being blessed by your generosity
through the ABWK program.

1850
Betts Gold Coin Sports Tavern
Castillo’s Mexican Restaurant
Charles Street Dinner House
High Country Health Foods & Café
Miners Roadhouse 140
Pizza Factory
River Rock Inn Deli Garden & Cafe
Savoury’s
Steve’s Sportsman Café
Sugar Pine Cafe

HFH of Mariposa County is looking for a Site Selection Chair for its board. Other offices will be open for the Annual
Meeting in March. Let us know at 966-7444 if you would be interested in serving on Habitat’s Board of Directors.

Magically Turn a Car into a House!
Start the New Year by donating a car (or a boat, motorcycle or pickup) to Habitat’s Cars for Homes program! Want help with your donation? Just call the
Habitat office at 209 966-7444! For answers to questions, feel free to call Habitat International’s toll-free
Cars for Home helpline at 877 277-4344. NOTE: vehicle donations to charities are tax deductible.

Friendly Tax-Time Reminder: New Way
to Support HFH of Mariposa County
There’s something new in California! You may now check
box #428 on your state income tax return, to benefit Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County. The more local
residents who check that box, the more funds we will receive to build safe, decent, affordable housing here.
Thank you in advance for lending your support!

Watch Steve Thomas of Ask This Old House promote
Habitat for Humanity and the Cars for Homes program.

If you haven’t started watching us on Facebook and sharing our news with your friends, you’re missing a
great opportunity to spread the word about all the good works Mariposa Habitat for Humanity is doing
with support from our generous donors. Please “Like” us and “Follow” us — you can stay up-to-date on
what’s happening not only in our community, but with HFH affiliates throughout the world.

Big Donation from Foster’s Ace Hardware!
Foster’s Ace Hardware surprised Habitat for Humanity
of Mariposa County with several bins of items for the
Habitat Resale Store at 5320 Highway 49 North. Sales
are held every Saturday from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
store, located in the back of the warehouse where the
Habitat office is located near Italian Acres.

Pictured from right to left are Bruce, Bob,
Stephanie, and Annabelle Pickard.

Pickard Family, Dynasty of HFH Volunteers
We're not kidding! Four generations of the Pickard family have worked with Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa
County and we are so grateful! Bruce Pickard was Manager of the A Brush With Kindness program in 2015, and
he will continue to work in the program. His son, Bob
Pickard, served as President of Mariposa Habitat for the
three years spanning March 2010 to March 2013.

The brand new donations from Ace Hardware include
small hand tools, electrical plugs, cords, light bulbs,
numbers and letters for house identification, mops,
spray paint cans, nails, and several bags of lawn fertilizer and lawn seed spreader. The Resale Store still has
True Value paint donated last year by Ace Hardware
and some plumbing supplies from Mother Lode Lumber.
Donations of building materials, furniture, windows
and shades, doors, cabinets, sinks, toilets, and tile,
come in regularly to the Habitat Resale Store making it
a good resource for remodelers.

Now Stephanie Pickard, who is Bob’s daughter-in-law
and Bruce’s granddaughter-in-law, has signed up to
work with Habitat. She and her daughter Annabelle represent the third and fourth generations. They are
attending the planning meetings for our upcoming Birdhouse Auction. HFH of Mariposa County appreciates all
of you!

Habitat continues its search for
land for its 4th Partner Family
Home. Let’s make this happen!

Resale Store volunteer Bob McKinney and Manager Al Johnson receiving the donation at Foster’s Ace
Hardware

News You Can Use from Al Johnson, Mariposa Habitat Resale Store Manager
A big “thank you” to all our regulars for your continued support of our Habitat Resale Store. Habitat has been receiving weekly donations of building materials and some furniture, and we are working on additional space for the growing inventory which includes windows, doors, sinks, cabinets, tile, light, window shades and lots more.
We will soon have 500 square feet of new display space next to the existing store. We are also exploring the possibility of being open at least one day during the week for those who are unable to shop on Saturdays during our regular hours of 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Volunteers are needed to help our dedicated crew who now handle sales. Stop by and chat, donate, or roll up your
shirt sleeves. Habitat needs you! Our friends and neighbors, Holli and Manuel, have the space next to ours with lots
to browse. See you at the Habitat Resale Store!

News from
Habitat
International

Faith Engagement Opportunities
Congregations of all sizes can partner with Habitat for Humanity
in a variety of ways.
What is God calling your church to do?
Consider these possibilities.





Volunteer


Build strength and unity within your congregation
as you work toward the common goal of helping
others.



Organize volunteers for a house that your congregation funds or helps fund.



Join volunteer teams who are working on special
church builds around the world.



Organize a Global Village team to build houses
and hope in another country or community.



Serve on local Habitat committees.

Pray
 Without the continuing prayers of millions of peo-

ple, Habitat’s work could not continue.
 Support Habitat financially
 Encourage your congregation to include Habitat for



Humanity in its mission work.

Engage your community


Continue to be a voice for those in need even
after construction is complete.



Host speakers on housing issues to raise awareness of the need for decent housing.



Make the commitment to become advocates for
housing.



Bring the Habitat message to children by using
the tools available to youth leaders on Habitat’s
Youth Programs site.

 Make regular donations to your local Habitat affili-

ate or collect special Habitat for Humanity offerings.
 Provide in-kind goods and services.
 Raise funds to build all or part of a house.
 Tithe.
 Make an online donation to Habitat for Humanity

International.

Jonathan T.M. Reckford, HFHI President

End-of-Year Giving and Habitat Challenge
A huge thank you from Habitat to Dr. Timothy Barnes and Dr.
Dennis Miller, local dentists, who again challenged the community to match their $1,500 end-of-the-year donation. The
matching amount that came in by December 31, 2015, was
$2,330, bringing the total for the Habitat Challenge to $3,830
for safe, decent, affordable housing!
We thank to all donors who generously responded to our
year-end mailing. Funds are building up for a fourth partner
family home for HFH of Mariposa County. We are so grateful
to our donors for their faithful support! Our end-of-the-year
donations that came in by December 31 totaled $5,311.

Dr. Dennis Miller (left), Beth Tomsick, Vol.
Executive Director, and Dr. Timothy Barnes

