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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, July thru September, 2016 

HFH of MC has some fantastic news! Many years ago, Tillie Stroming of Mariposa left 
a large parcel of land on Stroming Road to the Catholic Diocese of Fresno. A local 
friend of Habitat and a member of St. Joseph’s Church, Tolley Gorham, knew that 
Habitat was looking for land in the town area on which to build. He suggested to Fa-
ther Steve Bulfer of St. Joseph’s that Habitat could perhaps purchase some parcels of 
that land for two partner family homes. Father Steve took up the cause and has been 
instrumental in seeing this plan move forward. 

Negotiations between Habitat and the Diocese of Fresno began a few months ago, 
and it will be some time before land transfer will occur. However, this is a very ex-
citing time for our affiliate, and we thank everyone involved. A special thank you goes 
out to Charlie Pratt, Habitat’s new Site Selection Chair, who has provided guidance 
and insight for our board and done the crucial legwork to expedite this land acquisi-
tion. Thanks, too, to the Planning Department for providing necessary information to 
us in a timely way.  

The required documentation, reporting, and filing requirements are involved, and we 
expect this purchase to be finalized in late fall or early winter of 2016. If all goes as 
planned, in January or February we will hold a public meeting to kick off the family 
selection process. In the meantime, please donate generously. With your help, our 
Habitat for Humanity affiliate will be able to give a hand-up to another partner family! 

HFH of MC Working on the Purchase of  
Buildable Lots from Diocese of Fresno 

Board of Directors, Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County  

MISSION VISION  

A world where everyone has  
decent and affordable housing 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Seeking to put God’s love into 
action, Habitat for Humanity 
brings people together to build 
homes, communities, and hope. 

OFFICE 

5320 Highway 49 North, Unit 7 
P.O. Box 1420 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
Phone: (209) 966-7444 

The office is staffed Tuesday thru 
Thursday, from 9AM to Noon. 

HFH EVENTS CALENDAR 
July through September, 2016 

Saturdays + Thursdays, 9AM-1PM 
Habitat Resale Store Hours 
5320 Highway 49 North 

Thursday, July 7, 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
St. Joseph’s Lower Parish Hall 

Wednesday, July 20, 3PM 
Bike & Build Bike Safety Class 
Mariposa Lutheran Church 

Friday, July 22, 9AM 
Public Workshop on Mariposa 
County’s Housing Element 
County Administration Center 

Thursday, July 28, 10AM-3PM 
Regional Training Event 
HFH Sacramento Office 

August 4, 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
St. Joseph’s Lower Parish Hall 

August 11, 11AM-7PM  
CostaLivos Habitat Fundraiser  
5029 Highway 140 downtown  
Refreshments from 5 to 7PM 

Thursday, September 1, 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
St. Joseph’s Upper Parish Hall 

September 2-5 
Mariposa County Fair 

Habitat for Humanity was recently blessed 
with a second $20,000 grant from the Larry L. 
Hillblom Foundation. The first Hillblom grant 
in 2013 went toward the infrastructure of 
Habitat’s second partner family home, located 

on Mueller Court in the town of Mariposa. 
This year’s grant will go toward the purchase 
of property on Stroming Road. Our affiliate is 
very grateful to this generous foundation. 

Both of the grants were made in honor of a 
very special lady, Marilyn Corral, a past Habi-
tat board member and chair of the Family Se-
lection Committee. Marilyn knows what a 
difference a Habitat home has made in the 
lives of our families, especially the children.  

One of the first employees of DHL Worldwide 
Express, founded by Larry L. Hillblom, she 
worked there for 25 years. The Foundation 
does charitable work, especially in the medical 
field. Habitat sincerely thanks them and Mari-
lyn Corral for this wonderful gift! 

Speaking of Donors ... 

Marilyn Corral (L) and Treasurer Jovan Trujillo 

http://www.mariposahabitat.org/get-involved/donate-money/


From the President’s Desk 

      Ten Simple Things ... 
If you're at all 
like me, you 
get so busy at 
times it feels 

like something must be missing. Here 
are ten simple ways you can recon-
nect, contribute to your community, 
and help our local Habitat for Human-
ity. It doesn't get much better than a 
win-win-win! 

1. Paint a front door. 

2. Donate building materials at our 
Habitat Resale Store: 5320 High-
way 49 North. 

3. Help install grab bars. 

4. Craft a gift or create some art-
work for one of our raffles. 

5. Tell a friend or neighbor about 
Habitat. 
 

6. Ask your club and church mem-
bers about land that might be 
available. 

7. Help build a deck. 

8. Donate money via our website. 

9. Baby-sit for a Habitat volunteer. 

10. Send a copy of this newsletter to 
5 people! 

Bike & Build Team Rolls Into Mariposa 

On Wednesday July 20, thirty young adults with Bike & Build 
Inc., a national non-profit committed to affordable housing, 
will be bicycling into Mariposa on their journey across the US. 
They began their trip on May 11 to raise both money and 
awareness for affordable housing causes.  

Cycling from Florida to California, this adventurous group is 
one of 8 teams taking different cross-country routes. Bike & 
Build teams stop in towns along the way to participate in con-
struction efforts at affordable housing building sites. 

In Mariposa, Bike & Build will be hosted by Mariposa Lutheran 
Church at 4469 Highway 49. They’ll conduct a bike safety class 
at 3PM followed by a 6PM potluck dinner, all at the church. 
Thursday morning they’ll be treated to breakfast and head to 
Merced for the last build on their route.  

Mariposa Lutheran Church needs your help on Wednesday to 
make this a memorable visit. For more information and to 
volunteer, please call Mariposa Lutheran Church (209) 966-
3710 to speak with Sharon Amundson or leave a message.  

Starting in July, the Habitat Resale Store at 5320 High-
way 49 North, is adding a day for the convenience 
those who cannot shop there on Saturdays. It will now 
be open for business on Thursdays as well as Satur-
days, with the same hours: 9AM to 1PM. The Habitat 
Resale Store deals in doors, windows, lighting, plumb-
ing, cabinets, sinks, paint, and other building needs.  

Donations to the Resale Store can be made on Thurs-
days or Saturdays, now that there will be staff to re-
ceive them on both days. Donors may call the Habitat 
office at (209) 966-7444 if they have donation items to 
be picked up.  

Volunteers are needed! If you would like to work at the 
Resale Store, please drop by the office between 9AM 
and 1PM Tuesday through Thursday. The office is locat-
ed at 5320 Highway 49 North. You may also call the 
office at (209) 966-7444. 

Big News!  

Habitat Resale Store to Add a Day! 

Al Johnson, Manager (L); Bob McKinney, Assistant Manag-
er; and Ray Dolchanczyk (R), our new store staff volunteer  

Habitat for Humanity Needs You! 

1. Land to build on 
2. Volunteers to work on our committees, ABWK  

projects, and more 
3. Donors $ 
4. Donors to Habitat Resale Store 
5. A Brush With Kindness Chair: Oversees our work on 

minor-repair projects for families in need, especial-
ly the elderly and disabled. Coordinates teams of 
workers to help those who qualify for painting, yard 
clean-up and other projects. 

http://www.mariposahabitat.org/get-involved/donate-money/


Coaching and Training  
from HFH International  

Opportunities abound for our affiliate these days. Having 
received one of fourteen coaching grants for small, rural 
affiliates of Habitat for Humanity International, we have 
done an in-depth assessment of our affiliate. Coach Karen 
Sturnick, an HFHI Operational Development Consultant in 
Port Townsend, Washington, talked with twenty local 
folks who were considered stakeholders in the work we 
do. In addition, Habitat board members completed assess-
ments of our board.  

Our sincere appreciation goes out to each and every one 
of you who were interviewed and to Karen for the work 
she did for us! Based on the information gathered during 
the calls and assessments, she gleaned knowledge to help 
build on the group’s strengths and overcome its weak-
nesses.  

Just after the assessments were compiled, we had a visit 
from Phillip Bridgewater, an HFHI ODC from Waco, Texas. 
He led a training session at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church 
Parish Hall for our Habitat board on June 4. Phillip trained 
board members in best practices for good board member-
ship and for raising funds in a rural area like ours. 

We feel truly gratified by the strong feeling of support the 
community expressed during the interviews. While pre-
serving all stakeholders’ identities, our coach provided 
useful, actionable conclusions based on the interviews.   

If you haven’t started watching us on Facebook and sharing our news with your friends, you’re missing a great op-
portunity to spread the word about all the good works Mariposa Habitat for Humanity is doing with support from 
our generous donors. Please “Like” us and “Follow” us — you can stay up to date on what’s happening not only in 
our community, but with HFH affiliates throughout the world. 

Capacity Building Coach Phillip Bridgewater with Bob Kirchner, 

Board President for Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County 

Mariposa Seeks Input on 
Countywide Housing Plans 

Mariposa County recently released its draft 2014-2019 
Housing Element for public review. HFH of MC takes great 
interest in this document, which is a required element of 
the General Plan and applies to all land in Mariposa County. 

The Housing Element establishes goals and institutes 
measures that reflect the county’s intent to accommodate 
the needs of all economic segments of the county. 

Habitat’s work in decent, affordable housing is compatible 
with the County’s goals.  

 First, we build houses with very low- and low-income 
families—those with incomes between 30% and 60% of 
the median income for our county. These families con-
tribute “sweat equity” on their homes and pay back the 
affiliate for affordable mortgages. That money goes 
toward future Habitat homes.  

 Second, our A Brush With Kindness program offers ex-
terior painting, minor repairs, and yard cleanup (not 
weed-whacking) to seniors, disabled, and single-parent 
homeowner families. These projects help folks maintain 
and stay in their own homes.  

 Third, Habitat advocates for decent, affordable housing 
for all—people who are living in substandard housing, 
struggling to find a rental, and those who are homeless 
or on the verge. 

Barry Brouillette, Chair of our Habitat affiliate’s Housing 
Advocacy Committee, is working with a group of interested 
citizens to submit comments on the Housing Element at the 
Public Review and Workshop. It will be held at 9AM in the 
Planning Department on Friday, July 22, 2016. The public is 
invited to attend. 

https://www.facebook.com/HabitatforHumanityofMariposaCounty


News from Habitat  
International 

Donations to Habitat for Humanity provide vital financial 
support to help us build and repair houses. In addition, 
more than 1 million people each year volunteer to build 
with us under trained supervision. In the United States, our 
partner homeowners’ monthly mortgage payments are 
used to build more Habitat houses. 

On a global scale, we use innovative housing finance prac-
tices and/or partnerships with microfinance organizations 
to build and repair homes. 

Find out more: 

Donations to Habitat for Humanity 

Annual report and financial statement 

International housing finance 

U.S. government partnerships 

CostaLivos Celebrates Habitat 

CostaLivos, maker of the delicious local Mountain Gold Olive Oil, is inviting the public to a day of olive oil tasting that 
will benefit Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County. Don and Kim Costa, owners of CostaLivos, have generously 
offered to donate 20% of their proceeds to the affiliate on Thursday, August 11. 

A representative from Habitat will be at the Costas’ store (5029 Highway 140 in downtown Mariposa) during the 
event to talk about Habitat’s work in our County. The public is invited to come to the store between 11 a.m. and 7PM 
on August 11 to enjoy the wonderful olive oils and balsamic vinegars and learn more about HFH of Mariposa County.  

Thanks to Kim and Don Costa for their generous support of our affiliate! 

Grant to Habitat  
from Westamerica Bank 

Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County has received a 
grant of $750 from Westamerica Bank. This donation will go 
toward site preparation for Habitat’s next partner family 
home. The affiliate will soon be purchasing land in the town 
area of Mariposa from the Catholic Diocese of Fresno.  

Westamerica Bank has been a faithful financial supporter of 
Habitat over many years. In addition, Bank Manager, Chris-
tene Scott, has volunteered in the past to train Habitat part-
ner families in financial matters. Educational classes such as 
these are part of a partner family’s “sweat equity,” as well 
as the time they spend working on the construction of their 
own homes. Thank you, Westamerica Bank!  

Local Westamerica Branch Supervisor Christy 
Costa presents grant to Habitat’s Volunteer 
Executive Director Beth Tomsick (eft). 

http://www.habitat.org/support/
http://www.habitat.org/giving/report/default.aspx
http://www.habitat.org/housing_finance/default.aspx
http://www.habitat.org/govgrants


THANKS TO OUR CONSTRUCTION  

AND ABWK LEADERS! 

Our great appreciation goes to Louie Edwards, former Construction 
Chair and Supervisor of our affiliate. Not only did Louie take on the 
responsibility of building our third partner family home, he headed 
up the crews who built the 2015 playhouses for raffle and a ramp 
through our A Brush With Kindness program for a gentleman who 
needed his replaced. In addition, Louie led the renovation of a 
structure near our Habitat Resale Store and turned it into our An-
nex. He did all of this with good humor and great skill! We miss Lou-
ie and now need to find a new volunteer for our next Habitat 
home’s construction. 

Kevin Darcy receives our heartfelt gratitude, too! Kevin took on the 
A Brush With Kindness Committee Chair position on Habitat’s Board 
of Directors in March of this year. He headed our ABWK crew with 
enthusiasm and recruited several members of his family before his 
heart led him to Florida and away from Mariposa! We miss Kevin as 
well and are looking for a new ABWK Chair to lead our program of 
exterior painting, minor repairs, and yard cleanup! 

Louie Edwards and Amanda Ehler, 

buyer of Mariposa’s 3rd Habitat home 

Kevin Darcy and his red sports car,  

in the 2016 Butterfly Festival Parade 


