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QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER, October - December, 2016 

HFH of Mariposa County is receiving a two-year grant from Habitat International  to 
fund our new, full-time Executive Director, Roger Powell.  This is a big step for our 
affiliate and one that promises to help us grow.  We were able to offer a salary that is 
in line with those of other non-profits in our area. Talented people applied from 
across Mariposa County.  Roger has a passion for Habitat and its mission vision:  “A 
world where everyone has a decent place to live.”  Add 12 years of experience with 
Habitat for Humanity, most recently in Norman, Oklahoma., and he’s perfect for us! 

Since 1998, funding has come to Habitat for Humanity Internation-
al  from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
to enable community housing development organizations to hire 
first-time or additional staff members who will expand their efforts 
to provide affordable housing for very low- to low-income families 
and individuals.  We will certainly put this money to good use. 

As part of its grant proposal, HFH of Mariposa County developed a two-year work 
plan to help it grow in all ways:  volunteer recruitment, fundraising, building projects, 
repair programs, and more.  At the end of the two-year period, HFH of MC is ex-
pected to be able to fund its Executive Director without help. 

This is an exciting time for Habitat for Humanity and a great time for volunteers to 
come forward and join in this effort.  We are always looking for volunteers to work in 
construction and repairs, in our office and on our board, and to help us in fundraising.  
Call  209 966-7444 today if you would like to be part of the affordable housing move-
ment that is going forward in Mariposa County. 

BIG NEWS FROM HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
OF MARIPOSA COUNTY 

Board of Directors, Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County  

MISSION VISION  

A world where everyone has a 
decent place to live 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Seeking to put God’s love into 
action, Habitat for Humanity 
brings people together to build 
homes, communities, and hope. 

OFFICE 

5320 Highway 49 North, Unit 7 
P.O. Box 1420 
Mariposa, CA 95338 
Phone: (209) 966-7444 

The office is staffed Tuesday thru 
Thursday, from 9AM to Noon. 

HFH EVENTS CALENDAR 
October thru December 2016 

Saturdays + Thursdays, 9AM-1PM 
Habitat Resale Store Hours 
5320 Highway 49 North 
Closed November and December 

Saturday, October 1 
MCCA Home and Garden Show 
Mariposa County Fairgrounds 

Monday, October 3 
World Habitat Day 

Thursday, October 6, 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
St. Joseph’s Upper Parish Hall 

Friday, October 7:  9AM 
Tentative Public Hearing for DHE 
Bd. of Supervisors Room 

Tuesday, October 5: 9AM 
Tentative Public Hearing for DHE 
Bd. of Supervisors Room 

Thursday, November 3, 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
St. Joseph’s Upper Parish Hall 

Tuesday, November 29 
National Giving Tuesday 

Thursday, December 1, 6PM 
Habitat Board Meeting  
St. Joseph’s Upper Parish Hall 

 
 

Update on HFH of MC’s Land Acquisition  
The Catholic Diocese of Fresno responded to our offer and 
we’re now in escrow. All board members are excited about 
this opportunity to build two more homes for  Mariposa 
County families in need of decent affordable places to live.  

The process is proving to be a lengthy one, because of 
some changes that must be made before the Diocese actu-
ally sells us the land. Decades ago, several parcels were left 
to the Diocese and eventually, they were merged. The com-
plex task before HFH of MC and County of Mariposa in-
volves, in a sense, unmerging the historical lots.  

The HFH of MC board is humbled and grateful to Father 
Steve Bulfer of St. Joseph’s and the Diocese of Fresno for 
this powerful support of our affiliate and its mission.  Our third family, the Ehlers 



JOIN US FOR THE DINING-OUT EVENT DURING HABITAT AWARENESS WEEK 

One of Habitat’s most fun events happens each year in early October!  This year we are celebrating our 5th annual 
Dining-Out Event. It coincides with World Habitat Day, October 3, and Habitat Awareness Week, which extends from 
Saturday, October  1 through Saturday, October 8.     

This year HFH of MC  a record number of restaurants in the County has signed up to participate on one or two days.  
Thirteen restaurants have offered to donate 10% of their proceeds 
on each of their selected days, and funds will go toward Habitat’s 
fourth partner family home.  A fourteenth restaurant, Steve’s 
Sportman’s Cafe, has again offered  20% on two days. We thank 
him and all the other restaurants for their generosity! 

Please plan to eat out and tell all your friends so they can join you.  
This event is a “win-win” for the restaurants and their dining cus-
tomers, as well as Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County! 

We are happy to welcome four new restaurants this year:  The 
Grizzlies Den on Triangle Road; The June Bug Cafe at Yosemite Bug 
Rustic Mountain Resort; and in downtown Mariposa both Take N 
Bake Pizza and Zorba The Greek Café. Below is the schedule for 
this year’s event. 

Saturday, Oct. 1 STEVE’S SPORTSMANS CAFE  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, 20% of proceeds  

 ZORBA THE GREEK CAFE 11AM to 4PM 

Sunday, Oct. 2  STEVE’S SPORTSMANS CAFÉ Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner, 20% of proceeds 

 SUGAR PINE RESTAURANT Breakfast & Lunch 

Monday, Oct. 3 CASTILLO’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT  Lunch & Dinner 

 1850 RESTAURANT  Dinner 

 THE GRIZZLIES DEN  11AM to 8PM 

Tuesday, Oct. 4 BETTE’S GOLD COIN SPORTS TAVERN  Lunch & Dinner  

 MINER’S  ROADHOUSE   Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Wednesday, Oct. 5  CASTILLO’S MEXICAN RESTAURANT  Lunch & Dinner 

 MINER’S  ROADHOUSE  Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

Thursday, Oct. 6 THE JUNE BUG CAFÉ  at the  
 YOSEMITE BUG RUSTIC MOUNTAIN RESORT Dinner  

 PIZZA FACTORY   4PM to 9PM 

Friday, Oct. 7 HIGH COUNTRY HEALTH FOODS & CAFE 8AM to 6PM  

 SAVOURY’S RESTAURANT  Dinner 

Saturday, Oct 8  CHARLES STREET DINNER HOUSE  Dinner 

 TAKE N BAKE PIZZA  3PM to 7PM 

 

*Except  where noted, restaurants are donating 10% of their proceeds.  Our deep appreciation is extended to all the 
restaurants listed and to those who support them and Habitat!  

These happy customers enjoyed Dining Out 2015. 



From the President’s Desk 

      Building Our Capacity to Serve Mariposa’s Housing Needs 

The Mariposa County Planning Department has pre-
pared a Draft Housing Element (DHE) to be included in 
the General Plan.  The DHE identifies the dire housing 
crisis in Mariposa County.  The crisis involves the lack of 
owner and rental housing (affordable and other), the 
poor condition of our existing housing stock, and the 
need for new housing.  This new DHE is available for 
review at the Planning Department, local library 
branches, and the Mariposa County website. 
 
A group of local, concerned residents formed the 
Affordable Housing Coalition of Mariposa County to 
address the housing crisis.  The Coalition plans to in-
crease public awareness so that the goals, objectives, 
and programs contained in the DHE can be accom-
plished. Involving a nonprofit housing agency and the 
creation of a local Housing Trust Fund are the main ob-
jectives of the Coalition. 

Young people from Bike & Build stayed at Mariposa Lutheran Church in August before working with Habitat for Hu-
manity in Modesto. Having biked all the way from Florida, they were an inspiration to those who heard them speak.  

As our Habitat for Humanity affiliate begins a new phase supported by its capacity building 
grant, each of us on the board is savoring past accomplishments and planning for greater suc-
cess. We're tremendously excited about the upcoming purchase of two buildable lots and stand 
poised to offer a hand up, not a hand out, to a Mariposa County family or individual dreaming of 
home ownership. 

Toward the end of January, we will have a meeting for applicants for our fourth Habitat home. Applications will be giv-
en out only at this meeting. The best candidates are willing and able to meet the challenge of home ownership. Habitat 
will provide to the selected partner family a no-interest loan and valuable guidance and classes covering home safety, 
financial literacy, maintenance and repair. Our classes boost a partner family’s confidence, self-reliance and pride, and 
their plans for success. 

Mariposa County General Plan’s New Draft Housing Element  

Please attend the upcoming Public Hearings.  Two are 
tentatively scheduled: one on October 7 before the 
Mariposa County Planning Commission and the other on 
October 25 before the Board of Supervisors.  
 
The Coalition invites all interested parties to become 
involved in this process.  If you would like more infor-
mation, please contact Jim Evans at 742-7821 or owene-
van@sti.net.   
 
Note:  HFH of MC’s Barry Brouillette heads the Habitat 
Advocacy Committee. When the DHE came out, weekly 
meetings were held at Barry’s by our HAC to discuss and 
respond to the document.  The Affordable Housing Coa-
lition of Mariposa County grew out of these meetings to 
form separate entity.  Thanks to Jim Evans for writing 
this article and to the Coalition for continuing this im-
portant work. 



If you haven’t started watching us on Facebook and sharing our news with your friends, you’re missing a great op-
portunity to spread the word about all the good works Mariposa Habitat for Humanity is doing with support from 
our generous donors. Please “Like” us and “Follow” us — you can stay up to date on what’s happening not only in 
our community, but with HFH affiliates throughout the world. 

Board Members (Back row L-R): Charles Pratt, Site Selection; Roy Anderson, Construction; Bob Collins, Family 
Support; Bob Kirchner, President, Steve Smallcombe, Resource Development. Middle row: Ginger Foster, Pasto-
ral Adviser; Lorna Fear, Secretary; Sharon  Amundson, Church Relations; Jovan Trujillo, Treasurer; Phyllis Becker, 
Assistant Secretary; Beth Tomsick, Volunteer Executive Director. Front row: Anne Dolchanczyk, Family Selection; 
Clarence Tedrow, Vice President; Juanita DeLucia, Assistant Treasurer.  

New Construction Committee Chairman 

Steps Up to the Plate 

The Board of Directors is happy to welcome Roy Anderson 
to the board as our Construction Chair. He has worked with 
Habitat for some time and is representing both the Con-
struction Committee and our A Brush With Kindness pro-
gram on the board.  Roy gained a lot of construction experi-
ence during his decades-long career in the San Francisco 
Bay Area. His expertise includes commercial building. Upon 
retirement, Ray and his wife, Lynn, bought a home here in 
Mariposa County.  

Final  Filing Extension Date  
Is Fast Approaching! 

 
Some of you are completing  your 2015 taxes before 
the final filing extension date of Monday, October 17, 
2016. You can benefit California affiliates on your Cali-
fornia Franchise Tax return by checking  box  428 for 
Habitat for Humanity.  Funds will be divided among  
participating Habitat affiliates in our state.   

Please consider designating a portion or all of your tax 
refund to help build more California affordable hous-
ing in this way.  The more given from our service area  
(Mariposa County), the more of a contribution we will 
receive. Please go to www.checkoff.org  to learn more.    

Did you know that you can contribute to HFH of Mariposa 
County every time you shop at Amazon? It’s easy! To order 
anything from Amazon, you can go to smile.amazon.com  
and sign in as you would normally. The first time you do this 
you may choose our affiliate to be the recipient of a portion 
of the purchase price. The donation is not an added amount, 
it is Amazon’s support of our work.  Please choose us! We 
are listed as Habitat International Mariposa! Thanks for 
choosing our affiliate when you shop at Amazon! 

https://www.facebook.com/HabitatforHumanityofMariposaCounty
http://www.checkoff.org


News from Habitat for Humanity International 

Former President Jimmy Carter and his wife Rosalynn finished their 30th Work Project with Habitat for Humanity 
International.  Some members of this year’s crew are pictured with the Carters in Memphis, Tennessee, where their 
project took place. 

Have You Experienced  
A Brush With Kindness? 

Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County proudly 
offers low-income families or individuals, the elderly, 

and persons with disabilities an 
opportunity to participate in 
our housing preservation pro-
gram called A Brush with Kind-
ness (ABWK).  

Homeowners who receive as-
sistance through A Brush with 
Kindness must: 

a) have a demonstrated need; 

b) meet income requirements;  

c)     be willing to partner in the project;  

d)    complete an application; and  

e)    repay in an affordable way, a 0% loan for 
materials to complete the repairs. 

For an application form or more information about 
the program, please feel free to call us at 209 966-
7444 or email us at info@mariposahabitat.org.  

Please Donate Your Old Car  
If It’s a Year 2000 or Newer 

HFH of MC’s Cars for Homes program still accepts do-
nations; however, Habitat International asked us to 
accept only newer cars for the time being. The price of 
scrap metal has gone down so dramatically it now 
costs more to tow older cars to Fresno or Modesto 
than we can get.  

Scrap metal prices are cyclical, so we’re hoping to 
start accepting all cars again soon.  A recent car dona-
tion did bring us $260.29, so please do keep those cars 
coming in. We’re 
proud that HFH of 
Mariposa County 
still holds second 
place nationally 
for revenue from 
Cars for Homes in 
the small affiliate 
category!  If you 
are considering a 
donation, please 
call our office at 
209 966-7444.  



As part of the eighth annual Great Sierra River Cleanup, on 
Saturday, September 17 more than a thousand volunteers 
removed over 12 tons of trash and recyclables from rivers 
throughout the Sierra Nevada. This region is the primary 
source of drinking and irrigation water for California, and 
more than 60 percent of the state’s developed water sup-
ply originates here.    

Cleaning up Mariposa Creek was accomplished by a team 
of 23 adults and 17 children who removed 90 pounds of 
trash. They didn’t find anything unusual or interesting. But 
Sierra Institute for Community and Environment team 
found a dynamite-exploded safe in the Wolf Creek region 
northeast of Chico! The Great Sierra River Cleanup was 
sponsored by Sierra Nevada Conservancy, California 
Coastal Commission, and California Conservation Corps. It 
kicked off Sierra Nevada Watershed Protection Week.  

From left: Charlie Pratt, Tom Gibbons, Beth Tomsick, Julie Michel, 
Rachael Ostler and son Killian, and John Tomsick 

HFH of Mariposa Dives In to Help with The Great Sierra River Cleanup 

Habitat for Humanity of Mariposa County is 
grateful to all of you who have donated 
to our affiliate in the past quarter, in any 
way whatsoever! Your monetary dona-
tions, valuable time, and items for our 
Resale Store are so vital! It’s all of you 
who make it possible for us to continue 
our work . Thank you for ensuring that 
more families and individuals in Mariposa 
County have decent, affordable places to 
live.  

Many, many thanks go out for a great Olive-Oil 
Tasting Event! Kim and Don Costa were kind in-
deed to not only host our thankful group again, 
but contribute a generous portion of the proceeds 
that evening. We enjoyed the sounds of the sixties 
while digging in to Don and Kim’s scrumptious 
home-made hot dishes and cool hors d’oeuvres. 
Ron Iudice provided the music for us, and Cindy 
Iudice poured some delicious wines while we 
made new friends and caught up with others in a 
colorful and warm, inviting venue. 

October 1 marks the kickoff of 
Habitat Week and the start of our 
Dining-Out Event. We can’t thank 
our local restaurants enough for 
their generosity toward Habitat 
for Humanity of Mariposa County 
and their support for our work. 


